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An Education

One fractured hillside, houses spilling down
Both sides, in two irregular white rows

Into the center of the little town.

There, sidewalks lined two-storied shops where we
Bought trifles, cheap perfume, a pink nightgown
For someone’s mother, shiny rayon; throws

For baby showers made of eiderdown,

Tin toys and teddy bears. Eternity

Is filled, I think, with all the junk we bought;
The gifts for friends and teachers. Every song
Saved up till we could buy a single sheet

Of music for it, verse and words complete,

To carol out the windows of our homes,

Much sharper and more sweet than dusty tomes.



Two Worlds

The room is small and holds a chair,

A bureau and a closet there;

A small rag rug clings to the floor.
Some room to sleep, but just one door.
Two windows open to the air,

Lush leaves entice, but a dark stair
Leads to a larger, colder place

Where you must always hide your face.



The Sun Bather

When, in the fire of the sun

You lie upon your languid spine
And, though the day has just begun,
Thick green leaves rustle, then a wing
Of flashing blue taunts you, and one
Fine sniff of air, like new May wine,
Floats from a faded horizon.

You dream, in that forget the sting
Of bee, the heat stroke that can stun,
The deadly and incessant whine

Of those so sure that you should be
Filled with incessant enmity.
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